




























money was being spent, House Speaker- rental property as well. Legislators at the 
designate Dee Long referred the question forum said tax reform is far from com-
to Ogren, the chair of the Taxes Commit- plete, but that further changes may be a It's a fact! tee. "He looks like the villain, doesn't few years away - or at least until after 
he?" she asked. Later, Simley senior Jeff the next election. Said House Speaker-
Ogren was asked if he was any relation to designate Dee Long (DFL-Mpls): "The 
liberal Paul. "Not at all," said Jeff. Several system we have now was built up over 

Suburban populations are members later commented that Simley time, changing it is also going to take 
seniors had a decidedly conservative awhile." booming, and that means more 

bent. kids are causing more schools 

The continuing slide in the nation's to bulge at the seams. 

A roast beef dinner was held for economy has state lawmakers concerned The state's three senior high 

House members and staff at the new they may be facing another round of state schools with the highest enroll-

Shoreview Community Center Oct. 28. budget squabbles similar to the one that ment totals are all located in 
northern suburbs. Anoka Se-The event was hosted by the mayors of dominated the 1991 session. The Depart -
nior High ranks first with the northern suburbs and Stu Alexander ment of Finance is set to release its next 

of Deluxe Corporation. Following the semi-annual revenue forecast Nov. 26 nearly 2,700 students. Coon 

meal, Mayor Bob Benke of New Brighton and most expect the news to be bad. Rapids is a distant second with 

began his remarks with, "You may have Gov. Ame Carlson said last month that about 2,200, and Blaine Senior 

noted the frequent correlation between the state may face a $200 million shortfall High, built in 1975 in response 

the main dish on the menu and the topic next year. But some say the news is even to booming populations, is a 

of discussion afterwards .... " He went on more bleak. "The most optimistic forecast close third with 2, 100. All three 

to assure legislators that he was just jok- I've heard is a $300 million shortfall," schools are in Anoka County, 

ing, and that it wouldn't be a "beef ses- said Rep. Sally Olsen (IR-St. Louis Park). the state's fifth-fastest growing 

sion" after all. "But $500 million is probably more real- county during the 1980s. 

istic." Department of Education of-

Capital punishment could save a lot 
ficials aren't surprised by the 
numbers. In 1985, Anoka was 

of time and money, according to a high "Minnesotans love to gamble," said also ranked first, with 2,757 
school student at one of the Suburban George Andersen, director of the Minne- students. Coon Rapids was sec-
Mini-Session forums. He said, "I think sota State Lottery. And he has the statis- ond with 2,383, but Rose-
that once people are found guilty of com- tics to prove it. At $463 per person, Min- mount Senior High was third 
mitting a murder that they should be put nesota leads the nation in per capita with 2,382. The addition of a 
to death right away and not spend any spending on gambling. The state's closest new area high school has 
time on death row. Therefore, it would competitor is Massachusetts, at $405 per pushed Rosemount from the 
save money right away. It would only person. Iowa, by comparison, spends top three. 
take however much electricity it would only $121 per capita. 
take to run through a person's body." 

Lotto America sales are in a tailspin 

\ When Zubaz, those popular baggy nationwide, with all 16 participating 
pants with the wild patterns, first came states reporting declining sales in fiscal 
out, they were made by women inmates year 1991. Wisconsin was the biggest 
at the Minnesota Correctional Facility- loser, with sales down by more than 70 
Shakopee. "But when the company grew percent. Minnesota sales are down by 
so large that they needed 180,000 dozen about 45 percent, said George Andersen, 
pairs per month, there was no way we the Minnesota State Lottery director. 
could keep up with that," said Patt Adair, 
associate superintendent of the facility. 

State lawmakers received qualified 

3 praise for their 1991 efforts on property 
tax reform during a Oct. 29 community 
forum in Hopkins. Several homeowners 
told House members they appreciated the 

0 end of the "third-tier" rate on property 
taxes and urged them to continue the re-
form by establishing a single, flat-rate 
system. In addition, they urged lawmak-
ers to lower taxes on commercial and 
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Mini-Session Forums 
Suburban Mini-Session . .. October 28-30, 1991 

Students, citizens voice concerns at forums 

Rep. Loren Solberg (DFL-Bovey) answered a student's question at the Blaine High School assembly Oct. 28. 

High Schools 

Simley High School 

Wade Berquist wanted to know why 
tuition rates are rising again at the State 
University System. Karenjacobsen asked 
whether legislators believe doctors should 
be tested regularly for AIDS. josh Didier 
questioned where all the money he shells 
out for cigarette taxes is being spent. And 
nearly everyone wanted to know why 
they can't ride their snowmobiles on 
Inver Grove Heights city streets anymore. 

Those are just a few of the many ques­
tions legislators fielded during a two­
hour "school assembly" at Simley High 
School in Inver Grove Heights Oct. 30. 
Like high school itself, the questions 
frol!l seniors ran the gamut of human ex-

perience. 
Legislators did their best to answer, 

whether it had anything to do with state 
government or not. When one student 
said young people need more places to 
go, Speaker-designate Dee Long (DFL­
Mpls) turned to personal experience. 

She said her teenage son said the same 
thing about Minneapolis and actually 
drove to a suburb near Inver Grove 
Heights for entertainment. 

But most of the questions came closer 
to home at the state Capitol. 

Tuition costs are rising, students were 
told, because the state faced a budget 
shortfall and had to scale back its funding 
for higher education. 

Most legislators on the panel, as did 
Simley senior Karen Jacobsen, seemed 
opposed to mandatory AIDS testing of 
doctors. Reps. Paul Ogren (DFL-Aitkin) 
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and Alice Johnson (DFL-Spring Lake 
Park) said it's the health care workers 
who are more at risk than patients. 

As for the omnipresent question of 
where tax dollars go, Ogren, chair of the 
Taxes Committee, reminded students 
that it takes about $5,000 per year just to 
send each student to school. 

There was no easy answer to the snow­
mobile question, which was a hot topic 
because Inver Grove Heights city leaders 
had just recently voted to ban snowmo­
biles from city streets. 

just as opinions vary among legislators, 
so, too, do students have contrasting 
views on a topic that, at first glance, you 
may think all students would support. 

The school q.ssembly began with senior 
Carie Hertaus speaking out against a pro­
posal that would give 16-year-olds the 
right to vote, arguing that kids don't 
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know how they feel at that age. 
But classmate Tabitha Nord was 

greeted with applause when she said, "I 
think if a 16-year-old has the right to 
vote, then they should be tried as an 
adult." 

At least a few of the students who 
spoke up at the high school assembly 
seemed to welcome the idea of holding 
minors more accountable for their ac­
tions. 

Armstrong High School 

Competition with the Twins' victory 
celebration didn't interfere much with the 
assembly held in the Robbinsdale 
Armstrong High School auditorium Oct. 
29. 

Some 3 75 seniors out of a class of 4 30 
faced a panel of nine House members 
moderated by House Speaker-designate 
Dee Long (DFL-Mpls). 

Several students were curious about 
the universal health insurance plan. One 
wondered why the bill was vetoed by the 
governor, and whether it will be consid­
ered again. Another wanted to know 
about the cost of the plan. 

Rep. Becky Laurey (DFL-Kerrick), who 
supports the bill, said "Many of us are 
working hard to override that veto when 
we come back into session." 

She conceded that the bill had some 
shortcomings, one of which was that ini­
tially it would have covered only 32,000 
of the estimated 370,000 uninsured Min­
nesotans. But she explained that the plan 
was scaled back because the money for a 
larger effort wasn't available. 

Rep. Sally Olsen (IR-St. Louis Park), 
who opposes the bill, said that "funding 
began with a cigarette tax that was esti­
mated to raise something like $32.5 mil­
lion." She said that a large percentage of 
that cost would have gone "to establish a 
bureaucracy" rather than to take care of 
health problems. 

"When the plan was fully implemented 
in 1996 or 199 7, the cost was estimated 
to be around $500 million to $700 mil­
lion," she told the student. 

Regarding energy efficiency, another 
student asked if the Legislature would go 
further in promoting energy savings than 
the law enacted in 1991 that requires en­
ergy efficient fluorescent lighting in exit 
signs. 

Rep. Jerry Bauerly (DFL-Sauk Rapids) 
told him that that was only a start, and 
that other measures taken this year in­
cluded requiring Northern States Power 
and municipal utilities to use portions of 
their revenues to educate the public and 
to promote energy conservation appli­
ances. 

One student said he acquired a new 
awareness of the meaning of "discrimina­
tion" when he watched the fervor over 
the Atlanta Braves fans' "tomahawk chop" 
during the World Series. 

Rep. Bob Johnson (DFL-Bemidji), who 
has three of the state's largest Indian res­
ervations within his district, told him that 
"there was a great outcry based on a spiri­
tual barrier the Indians felt had been vio­
lated." 

"These incidents serve as a reminder 
that we have to develop more sensitivity, 
and that we have not gotten out of that 
shadow of characterizing nationalities 
and races," said Rep. Warren Limmer (IR­
Maple Grove). 

Other students talked about lengthen­
ing the school year, requiring parents to 
be notified before a minor can obtain an 
abortion, prison time for sex offenders, 
emissions testing requirements, juveniles 
charged with gun possession, recycling, 
the abortion pill, and child support en­
forcement. 

Blaine High School 

At a school assembly at Blaine High 
School Oct. 28, legislators also got a 
chance to field questions from students 
from Anoka and Coon Rapids who came 
to participate. 

Pointed questions related to mandatory 
AIDS testing, student representation on 
school boards, abortion, the drinking age, 
and outcome-based education. 

Some students wanted to lower the 
voting age, a proposal Rep. Phyllis Kahn 
(DFL-Mpls) supports. She's authored 
HF24, a bill that calling for a constitu­
tional amendment to be placed on the 
ballot for voters to decide. If approved, it 
would lower the voting age to 16. 

"An irresponsible 16-year old driver is 
going to do me much more harm than an 
irresponsible voter of the same age,'' said 
Kahn. "Historically, the same arguments 
I'm hearing against this issue today are 

the same ones used to deny women and 
blacks the right to vote." 

Capital punishment drew the greatest 
emotional response from both lawmakers 
and the student body. 

"What gives you the right to kill some­
one who commits a violent crime?" asked 
one student. 

"What gave them the right to kill in the 
first place?" shouted another. With little 
dissent, the students seemed to favor 
capital punishment, as does Rep. Better­
mann, (IR-Brandon), in some cases. 

"I strongly believe the punishment for a 
crime should fit the crime," said Better­
mann. Referring to this past summer's 
spate of heinous crimes - the killings of 
Carin Streufert and Melissa Johnson -
Bettermann said the death penalty should 
apply. "They [the killers] have no con­
science,'' she said. 

"But a distinction needs to be made,'' 
said Rep. Loren Solberg (DFL-Bovey). 
"Do you want to punish someone by 
making them dead, or do you want to 
prevent further crime?" 

The state of Texas, which has the death 
penalty, Solberg noted, is the national 
leader in prisoners per capita, and is cur­
rently under federal order to build more 
prison space. "Does the death penalty 
stop crime? Probably not,'' he said. 

Solberg said the criminal justice system 
needs to start intervening earlier with 
troubled children. "When you see prob­
lems with a kid in junior high, you're al­
ready too late,'' he said. 

Chaska High School 

At Chaska High School Oct. 29, the 
most hotly discussed topics were student 
work curfews and drunk-driving check­
points. 

"Why should the government intrude 
on a family decision-making process?" 
asked one student, explaining that at -
tending school athletic events can also 
mean late hours for students. "Why can I 
play for the school football team, but I 
can't go to work?" 

Should the state tell minors they can't 
work past 11 p.m. on school nights? The 
House said yes during the 1991 Session, 
approving such a bill by a 75-51 margin. 
But the measure later died when it failed 
to clear the Senate Employment Committee. 

November 7, 1991 I Mini-Session Report 17 



Rep. Dennis Ozment (IR-Rosemount), 
one of the bill's co-sponsors, said the bill 
was partly directed at the business com­
munity. 

"They should adjust to allow minors/ 
students to work reasonable hours," said 
Ozment. 

Rep. Alan Welle (DFL-Willmar) voted 
against the measure. "There's no mention 
of athletics anywhere. It's selective, it's 
impractical, and it's not very fair." 

Rep. Gary Schafer (IR-Gibbon) said the 
Minnesota State High School Athletic 
League is currently examining the possi­
bility of holding more weekend games 
and limiting the distance traveled to ath­
letic events on school nights. 

"Are drunk-driving checkpoints a wise 
use of taxpayer dollars?" asked another 
student. Rep. Connie Morrison (IR­
Burnsville) doesn't think so. 

"What's next, and where do we go 
from here?" she asked. "It's an issue of 
privacy, and I'm beginning to wonder 
whether we want to walk too far down 
that road." 

House Speaker Robert Vanasek says it's 
also an issue of increased police power. 
He told students we should be careful not 
to give police too much of it. 

"In a different political climate, such a 
power could easily be abused," said Van­
asek. He then told students of the 1968 
Democratic National Convention in Chi­
cago, where in Grant Park he found him­
self surrounded by police, and "staring 
down the wrong end of a bayonet, simply 
for exercising my constitutional rights." 

The assembly finished with students 
presenting representatives with several 
bills they had drafted, ranging from deal­
ing with gang violence to term limits for 
elected officials. 

Chaska Principal Chuck Achter 
thanked lawmakers for listening and en­
couraged them to return "to spend a day 
with a student - to see what life is like 
in today's educational system." 

Junior Melissa Hansen questioned legisla­
tors at the Oct. 29 "student assembly" at 
Chaska High School. 

Eagan High School 

It was obvious that Eagan High School 
students had done their homework when 
they met with the Minnesota House of 
Representatives Oct. 30. 

They delivered their carefully written 
pro and con statements on nine current 
issues - many centering on education 
and crime - before a panel of a dozen 
state legislators and more than 700 jun­
iors and seniors. 

Student concerns about education in­
cluded the law that will make the school 
year longer beginning in 1995-96, the 
student work curfew bill that has stalled 
in each of the last three legislative ses­
sions, cutbacks in education funding, and 
outcome-based education, which stimu­
lated the most debate. 

The system of outcome-based educa­
tion would allow students to work at 
their ability levels rather than in the cur­
riculum established for their age group. 

"It assumes that all students can learn, 
but that they learn at different rates," said 
one student. 

"A student in this system would have 
to learn one area before moving on to the 
next one," Rep. Becky Kelso (DFL­
Shakopee) explained. 

"We're in a situation now where earn­
ing a high school diploma means that 
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you've put in enough hours sitting in 
classes, that you have done a sufficient 
amount of work to pass these classes, and 
that you do not have to repeat any of the 
work," she said. 

Student proponents of outcome-based 
education felt that if standards - both 
academic and social - are set, then the 
high school diploma will have more 
power and greater value. 

On the other hand, one student 
thought that some may "slack off' in this 
system because they would not be moti­
vated to keep up with their class. 

Rep. Steve Trimble (DFL-St. Paul) said 
he fears there will be a lot of "teaching to 
test." In other words, teachers, knowing 
students have to pass certain tests, will 
teach accordingly. 

"I have a hard time when I don't pass a 
test, and I have to keep on studying for 
that test and learn new material at the · 
same time," said a student who is cur­
rently taking an outcome-based class." 
She was concerned that some people 
would "never, ever be able to pass a test." 

Even though recent brutal killings have 
rekindled public interest in the death 
penalty, few favored it as a solution to 
violent crime. 

Rep. Terry Dempsey (IR-New Ulm) 
said, "The states that have capital punish­
ment at the present time are some of the 
highest crime states [in the country]. 
Minnesota hasn't had it [capital punish­
ment] for over 60 years and I don't think 
that our crime rate has been any greater 
than that of any of the other states." 

A student, convinced that rehabilita­
tion doesn't work, asked whether mem­
bers thought the death penalty would act 
as a crime deterrent to criminals. 

Rep. Art Seaberg (IR-Eagan) replied, 
"Studies show that the death penalty is 
not really a deterrent in crime [because] 
people don't think about the penalty at 
the moment they're committing the 
crime." 

Other issues discussed included the 
requirement that both parents be notified 
before a minor can obtain an abortion, 
the abortion pill, and AIDS testing. 

• 
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College 

C) Lakewood Community College 
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There should be little doubt that a large 
number of community college students 
are "non-traditional" and care deeply 
about the future of public college educa­
tion in Minnesota. 

No fewer than four women - some 
with children and on some form of pub­
lic assistance - spoke Oct. 28 at a col­
lege forum at Lakewood Community Col­
lege to tell legislators of their problems 
with the welfare system. 

Although all spoke highly of the 
STRIDE program, which helps parents 

· pay for child care so they can work 
and/or go to school to get off welfare, 
some were critical of eligibility require­
ments. 

The program requires that parents be 
on public assistance for at least three 
years before they are eligible. 

"Doesn't that kind of force people to 
hang out on welfare for three years?" 
asked one student, who is enrolled in the 
program. 

Student Barb Overholser, while not on 
STRIDE, is enrolled in the AFDC pro­
gram. And she questioned why there is 
such a low cap on the income she is al­
lowed to bring in from a part-time job. 
Why can't the cap be raised a bit so she 
could get ahead? she asked. 

Although sympathetic, Rep. Alan Welle 
(DFL-Willmar), the former chair of the 
Health and Human Services Committee 
and now the majority leader-designate, 
said there will always be unmet needs. 

"We don't come near to reaching every­
body," he said. "You try to prioritize." 

Other students were concerned about 
the recently approved merger of the com.., 
munity college, technical college, and 
state university systems by, 199S. 

Kent Sinclair, president of Lakewood's 
student senate, questioned whether legis­
lators really listened to students when 
they lobbied against the proposal during 
the 1991 session. 

Rep. john Dom (DFL-Mankato), as­
sured Sinclair that they had, but said Sen­
ate Majority Leader Roger Moe (DFL­
Erskine) forced their hand. 

"We had hoped to re-open the negotia­
tions," said Dom, explaining that the 
House was against the merger. "Time was 
running out." 

Shoreview's director of Parks and Recreation, Jerry Haffeman, led 
a group of legislators through the city's new community center 
Oct. 28. The basketball court with an elevated running track is 
one feature of the 88,000 square-foot building. 

Community 

Little Canada 

Concern about education was a major 
focus of the community forum held at the 
Roseville Area Middle School in Little 
Canada Oct. 28 in connection with the 
Suburban Mini-Session. 

Challenging classes for gifted students, 
increased teacher training, and better ac­
cess to health care were among the sug­
gestions the audience offered. 

A number of the people expressed con­
cern about the proposed parent empow­
erment act, which, if adopted, would al­
low parents to prevent their children 
from attending "non-traditional classes" 
such as those on sex education. Others 
talked about the lack of opportunities for 

gifted children. 
Sue Sandidge, who has two children in 

the Roseville school district, advocated 
lengthening the school day and enriching 
the curriculum. 

Sandidge told legislators that the aver­
age Roseville teacher salary - with ben­
efits - is more than $50,000 per year. 

That money, Sandidge said," ... 
should be providing us seven classes a 
day, not six. It should be providing us 
enriched curriculum. It should be pro­
viding us 180 days of education, not 
171." 

One resident attending the forum ex­
pressed concern about funding cuts for 
metropolitan parks. Rep. Phyllis Kahn 
(DFL-Mpls) agreed. The $6.5 million in 
regional park funding vetoed by Gov. 
Ame Carlson, she said, "has created a 
serious problem." 
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While most comments might result in Several Woodbury residents spoke out care access plan that was approved by the 
the need for more revenues, one resident in opposition to a proposed I-494 inter- 1991 Legislature. 
proposed something different. change within their city's limits. They The measure would have provided at 

"If we want to spend less," said White asked legislators for assistance in side- least partial coverage for a fraction of the ( 
Bear Lake resident Tim Billstrom, "we're tracking the interchange. estimated 400,000 uninsured state resi-
going to have to do less. When my boy is Woodbury has proposed construction dents within two years, with comprehen-
35, how is he going to have a dime left in of the interchange in early 1993 to relieve sive coverage in place by 1997. It would 
his paycheck?" congestion at the city's Valley Creek Road have been partially financed through ad-

interchange. ditional taxes on cigarettes, but it hadn't 
Carol Ann Banister, executive director been determined how the more compre-

of the East Metro Women's Council, hensive program would be funded. 

Woodbury 
urged legislators to consider incentives Independent-Republicans, however, 
that would help communities deal with expressed concern over whether DFL es-

Legislators fielded questions about 
NIMBY (Not in My Backyard) issues. timates of a $300 million-a-year price tag 
"Suburban communities are not taking for its program is realistic. They say it 

Northwest Airlines funding, road formu- their responsibilities," said Banister. "We would cost far more, and believe much of 
las, job conversion, the higher education need leadership at the state level to build the program's funding likely would have 
merger, school funding, gambling, and incentives for making decisions that ben- been eaten up by a new bureaucracy 
worker's compensation rates at the efit the entire state." within state government. 
Woodbury community forum Oct. 30. Waste management, airport issues, and IRs instead intend to introduce an al-

House Speaker-designate Dee Long affordable housing for low-income resi- ternative program prior to start of the 
(DFL-Mpls) told residents who came to dents are some of the issues she said 1992 legislative session. "We don't want 
Woodbury High School that the House communities should address. to just come back and vote against the 
tax committee "is scrambling to hold override," says Rep. Sally Olsen. "We 
down property taxes." The forecast for want to come up with something that's 
economic gro""."th in the 1990s is about 

Hopkins realistic." 
half what it was in the 1980s, she said. House Speaker-designate Dee Long 

"We're going to have to make some (DFL-Mpls) acknowledged that nearly 
1, hard decisions," she told the audience: David Sherman wonders how a state any proposal would have its shortcom-
1

l1 When one resident thanked legislators that prides itself on its quality of life al- ings but says without a nationalized I 
for lowering the highest rate on residen- lows so many people to live without any health care policy to limit cost, individual 
tial homes, Long said that she is dis- health care insurance. states have no alternative but to start de-
turbed by the trend over the last 15 years "We're not reinventing the wheel here," veloping their own programs. 
to rely more heavily on the property tax. observed Sherman, a University of Min- "I don't think we can afford not to do 

She cited the loss of federal funding as nesota researcher living in St. Louis Park, something," she said. 
the cause, and one which has affected not during a House community forum Oct. 28. 
only the state, but cities and townships as "Nearly every country has come up 
well. with a way to pay for their health care 

Eagan resident Terry Davis thanked programs. Why can't we?" 
legislators for passing "good legislation" State lawmakers recognize the public's 
for the environment. Rep. jean Wagenius growing demand for health care reform, Executive Off ice rs 
(DFL-Mpls) said the Legislature will hold but appear divided on how to go about it. 
hearings in December on waste manage- And despite lawmakers' partisan divi-

Governor 
ment "to get ideas from people about sions, the question nearly all of the 

Arne H. Carlson .............. 296-3391 
what the Legislature should be doing." elected officials want answered is what 
She added that the Legislature also will price the public is willing to pay for Lieutenant Governor 
have a bill "aimed at re-education, recy- whatever program is ultimately approved. Joanell M. Dyrstad ......... 296-3391 
cling, and toxics" in the next session. "If taxes have to be higher, I think Min-

Answering a question about how the nesotans would be willing to pay it," said Secretary of State 
Legislature proposes to help school dis- Dick Bethke of Minnetonka. 'Tm a small Joan Anderson Grawe ... 296-3266 

tricts, House Speaker Robert Vanasek business owner and I have to pay all of 
State Auditor (DFL-New Prague) told the audience that the insurance for employees by myself. I 
Mark B. Dayton .............. 296-2551 

the Legislature has continued to be sup- can't rely on a big corporation to pay it 
portive of education. for me. I might have to pay more on one State Treasurer 

"We increased the K-12 budget even end with higher taxes but I might. be able Michael A. McGrath ........ 296-7091 • though we were facing a severe deficit," to save it in other areas. 
said Vanasek. "Historically, the Legisla- DFLers attending the forum repeated Attorney General 
ture has had education as its number one their intent to attempt an override in Hubert H. Humphrey Ill .. 296-6196 

priority." 1992 of the governor's veto of a health 
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Seniors 

It's a gray area 

St. Anthony Village, sometimes known 
as a "graying" suburb because it is home 
to a higher percentage of citizens over the 
age of 65 than any other community in 
the Twin Cities suburban area, was an 
appropriate setting for a senior issues fo­
rum Oct. 28. 

The event, held at Chandler Place, a 
119-unit senior apartment building, was 
part of the Minnesota House of Represen­
tatives' three-day Suburban Mini-Session. 

A panel of nine House members led by 
Rep. Mary Jo McGuire (DFL-Falcon 
Heights) fielded questions and offered 
advice to the nearly 80 seniors, staffers, 
and civic leaders who came. 

Four of the issues that surfaced during 
the discussion focused on attitudes to­
ward aging, transportation for the physi­
cally impaired, finding places to socialize, 
and abolishing excessive paperwork. 

A recent St. Anthony retiree, Dennis 
Cavanaugh, was disturbed about what he 
felt was a pervading attitude regarding 
seniors and their problems. He told the 
panel that "there is an assumption that 
you are immortal, and the elderly are 
mortal." 

He suggested that lawmakers try to em­
pathize with the elderly as they consider 
their programs. 

"We're talking about yourselves, as you 
approach your own mortality. We're all 
aging - every single one of us whether 
we like it or not," he said. 

"Since I retired, I sense a tremendous 
segregation. I no longer am someone be­
cause I lost my title ... I worry about 
losing my friends; I worry about losing 
my self-respect because I am alone, cut 
off from society. 

" ... We have bond issues for grade 
schools, bond issues for high schools. 
Why not bond issues for us?" The orien­
tation should be that we're not a prob­
lem, we're a part oflife, he said. "We 
want respect." 

Roger Blohm, chair of the United 
Handicapped Federation Transit Task 
Force, told the panel that "health is fine 
and housing is fine, but if you can't use 
them due to the fact that you can't get 
from point A to point B, you've wasted 
the tax payers' money." 

Since funding for Metro Mobility was 
cut last year, Blohm asked legislators to 
consider re-funding the program in 1992. 

"Impaired seniors cannot afford their 
own transportation, so they must use 
mass transit or Metro Mobility," he said. 

Harold Lewis, a retired resident of 
Spring Lake Park, asked whether a re­
gional senior citizens' center could be 
built that would serve Fridley, Mounds 
View, New Brighton, and Spring Lake 
Park. 

Lewis, representing a 21-member task 

Res~dents of Chandler Place and other interested seniors met in St. Anthony Oct. 28 
durmg the Suburban Mini-Session's senior issues forum. 

force composed of representatives from 
all four communities, said the task force 
has completed the legwork for the pro­
posed center. He said he believes the 
project could be built successfully under 
the authority of a separate senior center 
service district that would have its own 
taxing and borrowing authority. Lewis 
asked legislators to consider such legisla­
tion in 1992. 

Minnesota's Representation 
in Washington, D. C. 

U.S. Senators 

Senator 
DA VE DURENBERGER (IR) 
154 Russell Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
(202) 224-3244 . 

Senator 
PAUL WELLSTONE (DFL) 
123 Hart Building 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
(202) 224-5641 

U.S. Representatives 

First District 
TIMOTHY]. PENNY (DFL) 
4 36 Cannon Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
(202) 225-2472 

Second District 
VIN WEBER (IR) 
106 Cannon Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
(202) 225-2331 

Third District 
JIM RAMSTAD (IR) 
504 Cannon Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
(202) 225-2871 

Fourth District 
BRUCE F. VENTO (DFL) 
2304 Rayburn Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
(202) 225-6631 

Fifth District 
MARTIN OLAV SABO (DFL) 
2201 Rayburn Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
(202) 225-4 755 

Sixth District 
GERRY SIKORSKI (DFL) 
403 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
(202) 225-2271 

Seventh District 
COLLIN PETERSON (DFL) 
1725 Longworth Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
(202) 225-2165 

.Ei~hth District 
JAMES L. OBERSTAR (DFL) 
2209 Rayburn Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
(202) 225-6211 
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United States households, December 1990 .......................................................... 6 

Number, in millions, of Nintendo Entertainment Systems (NES) ................ : .. 31.9 

Estimated number of NES units in Minnesota households ........................ 519 ,000 
as a percentage of all Minnesota households .................................................. 32 

Percent of adults who are primary Nintendo users, 
six-month period ending December 1988 . : .................................................... 2 7 
six-month period ending December 1990 ...................................................... 47 

Percent of all Nintendo users who are college graduates .................................... 30 

Percent of all Nintendo users whose annual income is greater than $30,000 ..... 4 7 
greater than $60,000 ............................................. '. ........................................ 13 

Number of available cartridges for the Nintendo ............................................. 4 2 7 

Number of NES 'game counselors/ who offer tips on game play to callers ....... 100 

Avera~e number of calls fielded by counselors, per week .......................... 155,000 

Number of Nintendo Power magazine subscribers, in millions ........................... 1.5 

Number of Newsweek subscribers, in millions ................................................... 3.5 

Sources: MN State Lottery, Nintendo of America, Inc., Newsweek 

Bulk Rate 
U.S. Postage Paid 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

Permit No. 4881 

For general information, call: 
House Public Information Office 
(612) 296-2146 or 
1-800-657-3550 

FAX: (612) 296-1563 

To obtain a copy of a bill, call: 
Chief Clerk's Office 
'(612) 296-2314 

To find out about bill introductions or 
the status of a specific bill, call: 
House Index Office 
(612) 296-6646 

24-Hour Recorded Information 

For up-to-date committee meeting 
times and agendas, call: 
House Calls (612) 296-9283 

For Hearing Impaired 
Electronic communication for hearing 
impaired persons. To ask questions or 
leave messages, call: 
TDD Line (612) 296-9896 
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